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hair as she perused a bunch of

| smile that lit up her face, and Chava
[ hightailed it to her favorite haunt at
ff/ school: the library!
/f.f “I was on Destiny (a library web-
H‘ site),” she explains. “I have friends
[l (on the website), so they can send me
rﬁ,-" recommendations of great books that
/ they read. That's how I choose books.
| A friend recommended a book called
r The Tiger’s Curse, which turned out to
be a really great book.”
Chava liked it so much, in fact, that
she immediately wrote a four-star
book review on the Destinv s
“One of the best book r io be
44
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FULLY FOCUSED Students wor

ate last spring, Aar

Chava, a pretty eighth
grader at Cavallini Middle
School in Upper Saddle £
River, was checking her

iPad in the lunchroom.
She paused, stroking her long, dark

friend” messages. Then, came a big
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king at computer workstations
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legend and love triangle. .. f_’l}.ix inces
and 1 average American girt.
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be brimming with energy and‘exnim-
ment. Contrary to dire predictions
from just a few years ago about the
death of the printed word and the end
of libraries, many of our local school
libraries and librarians have managed
to shake off their sleepy old-time
images.

Today libraries are often called
Media Centers or Learning Commons
and librarians are known as Media

Specialists. Most libraries have been
spiffed up and reconceived as vital

centers where kids gather to learn all
sorts of skills, have fun and even read
some wonderful books. If you haven't

spent much time at your child’s school
library lately, it's worth taking a look.

antasy Indian

These days, school libraries seem to

You'll probal

v be surprised at what
1}![_)]_1 ﬁ”{l-

“When parents walk into my
library, they 10t

k at the physical Space
and often say, ‘Wow, I can’t believe
this is a library,” says Christina Cuyccj
the librarian at the Reynolds K-2
elementary school library in Upper
Saddle River, o sweet little space with
bright paintings on the wall and g
fancy computer lab with 21 desktops,
“And then they look at me and say,

‘you're the librarian?” I'm under 40
and I think tn

re used 1o seeing the
old lady with the sweater and the
glasses.”

Cucel belicves that even though hey
official title is

‘hnology Media Spe-

caches early tech skills
- good information

cialist, and st
and how to iin
online, her 1

L important job is to
foster a love o old-fashioned literature
in her young «harges. “The children
are just becoir

.
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tUN AND FICTION A student gets up from th
iibrarian Christina Cucci at the circulation desk: 5
The Hunger Games during a Catching Fire book-t

€ ‘chair” as in the b
nd a student recejy
O-Movie event.

ook Divergent, where each child is sorted into factions:
es a parachute that replicates the parachutes of supplies in

she says. “That's really my number
one job, getting them good sources
of literature and reading to them
out loud: Getting them to become
independent readers.”

In her opinion, physical books
aren't going anywhere. Yes, Cucci

Ing the pages in their hands. And I
don’t think that will ever be replaced,”
she says. “But some of the eBooks do a
really nice job... (with)... interactive
books... that sort of meld multimedia
tools. If you're reading a book about a
tornado, there might be a little video

nonfiction, because it's written so wel
now,” says Cucci, discussing a trend
called narrative nonfiction where the
nonfiction is written like a storybook.
“There’s a lot of really good nonfictior
out there... and it’s circulating like

crazy over here.”

began adding eooks to the collection clip or an audio clip of what it sounds
about two years ago, and yes, she’s like in a tornado or what a tornado Middle S¢chool
excited about the high quality databas- looks like. And it enhances their Traditionally, middle school is a
es for younger students that she's learning so that the students get more time when lots of kids stop reading fa
recently purchased for the library. than just a still picture on a page.” pleasure. “Kids... become increasingl
But these are complementary to the What about the emphasis now busy, even if they love reading,”
actual books that still fill the library, with the Common Core on nonfiction explains Cavallini Middle School's
and not replacerents. books? It seems kids are taking the Library Teacher Elizabeth Ullrich.

"My little kids definitely prefer the bait, and reading a ton of nonfiction. 50 half my job is to keep these kids
print books - holding the book, view- “] think the kids are really eating up reading.” >
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MAKING BOOKS COME TO LIFE Cavall
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L e Social networking library site,
Destiny, that Aarathi Ch ‘
1S one forum Ullrich uses to encourage
pleasure reading. “1'm like the pup-
peteer behind it. so

AVa SO enjoys

ILS a very safe type
Of environment, she notes. “When

vou look beneath the surface. you can
see a lot of interactions *;.',uing :“'n'l‘: with
the students in the building all the
time even when they're physically
not in the room with me.”

Besides the online book reviews
and recommendations, Ullrich makes
special lists based on interests on the
same website. An example is: "Books
that make me crv.” She - and the kids
- also makes book trailers, which are
not too different from movie trailers.
Another cool ‘[t‘t'hnl‘tluf_ﬁir.‘tl oy that
kids can use (with Ulrich’s help) is
something called augmented reality.
With this, they can take a 2-D project

or paper and make it look like it has
three-dimensions. It can add lots of
pizzazz to the traditional middle
school science or health class project.

Surprisingly, pop culture has

actually encouraged pre-teen reading
— the hottest movies today are based
on teen books. “The books these days
that are made into movies are all the
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ldle School’s Library Teacher Elizabeth Ulirich

successful ones from this age group.
she says. “1 mean, FIOS (The f‘“f‘f” n
Our Hf‘m-s} beat out Tom Cruse. AL
Ulrich savs that she tries 10 “capitalize
on what is popular in pop culture,
which ironically comes from our
library.” Over the years she’s held
'!"u*iff{;rhr hook discussion groups,
Hunger Game parties, and J'Jlft-"{f‘f'gt}{-??ff
parties. Unsurprisingly, they re always
wildly popular!.

A newer. and somewhat controver-
sial. technique used by some innova-
tive school librarians to increase
pleasure reading is called * gnnrnﬁf‘,ﬂ.—
don” or the “bookstore” organization
model. Basically, genrefied libraries
throw out the Dewey Decimal System
(at least partially) and organize hooks
by genre. So, for example, if a kid
loves Hunger Games and Twilight, he
or she can go to a shelf with all the
fantasy/romance books in the library.

High School

“1 think it's a great way to attract
attention and have kids visually and
quickly be able to find books that are
interesting to them,” says Laura
Fleming, the Library Media Specialist
at New Milford High School. Still,

Fleming has
in this way V!
'._'“'“]l.r: | WO
fime right nov

transiorming

Sehool (NMES) library into the hot
spot al school, S

rng a Divergent pars,
; gent Party

rganized her librgp,
IU's definitely some.
, 1 just don't have th
Why? Fl ’'s been 100 busy
¢ New Milford Hig},

nee starting work
there at the beginning of the 201 3.
2014 school year. She's installed g ¢f.
fee station and allows the kids 0 [‘inl
lunch in the library.” 1 definitely aligw
food and drink in here. | mean, my
personal philos phy is once the chjl.
dren come here, | don't want them 1o
leave for anything,” she says. “And
they handle it very, very well. We
don't have any problems.”

But perhaps the biggest draw at the
NMHS library is the addition of a
“makerspace” among the books and
computers. A makerspace is just what
it sounds like: an area with tools avail-
able for creation. “It teaches the kids
not only how to consume information
in a library, but also how to create

things based on that information,”
says Fleming.

So, for example, in the NMHS
library there is a 3-D printer where

kids can make small items like iPhone >
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| cheeses and talked
DASSIONS 1N career
really about how these
nhobbies, these skills
| being in our mak-
tually be turned into
 life,” says Fleming.
nakerspace has been
of attention at the NMHS

ooks are still its bread
 Kids do definitely
out, reassures Fleming.

| g0 So far as to say that
aton has increased because
of the makerspace. Not only because
theyvre choosing to come here more.
But I have a section of books that are
related to the themes of the maker-
space. 50 often times, they'll develop
an interest and want to know more.
They check out books related to what-
ever they've been working on. 1 think
that’s definitely helped increase circu-
lation as well. Yeah, we love books!” -
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